HELP SPONSOR A LIVESTOCK ‘BOMA’

Sponsor a communal livestock ‘boma’ and support farmers protect their livelihood
AfriCat North recently re-branded as Namibian Lion Trust, with all essential programmes taking on renewed
energy and commitment.
Over the past twenty-eight years, we have monitored trans-boundary lion movement along the western and
south-western Etosha National Park border; for almost half of that time, we too, were livestock farmers along
this very border, a so-called ‘conflict hot-spot’. Mitigation practices were tried and tested, effectively
minimizing our domestic stock loss to lion and spotted hyaena, especially.
The Namibian Lion Trust has adopted such programmes, simultaneously encouraging co-existence on both
freehold and communal farmland.
Through our Lion Guard and Livestock Protection Programmes, we work tirelessly to reduce predation and the
subsequent retaliatory persecution of these and other carnivores.
Lion range extends west, southwest and northwest of Etosha to the Skeleton Coast, with small prides and
individuals residing in a number of the communal conservancies of the Kunene Region. Here, livestock farmers
share habitat with wildlife, including lion and other conflict species such as hyaena, leopard, cheetah and
elephant.
Despite the growing willingness to ‘live with wildlife’, communal farmers struggle to survive in this harsh
environment and, despite the ever present threat to their livestock, be it predators or theft, many still leave
their cattle, goats, sheep, donkeys and horses to graze unattended during the day as well as at night – an
invitation to predators to grab a quick meal. However, an increasing number of farmers combine traditional
methods with the modern arid-adaptive livestock and rangeland management techniques, resulting in fewer
losses to predation.
Since livestock farming is deeply embedded in local custom and for many their only livelihood, it is inevitable
that stock losses to predators may result in persecution by leg-hold traps, shooting and the use of poison.
The Namibian Lion Trust Livestock Protection Programme involves supporting farming communities through
advice and guidance on improved livestock management and protective measures, specifically with regards to
arid-adaptive methods such as herding and the use of ‘bomas’ during peak predator activity (from late
afternoon when temperatures drop to the early morning hours), protecting them from marauding carnivores
and theft.
Here, the youth should be involved, as cultivating greater tolerance and appreciation of Namibia’s wildlife
amongst the younger generation will determine what world we leave behind for the next generation, and what
that generation we leave behind for the world?

Livestock Protection Programme
Lion-proof Stock ‘Boma’

The communal livestock ‘bomas’ constructed by Namibian Lion Trust, are approx. 2m in height, between 20m
and 50m wide, and 50m – 70m long, the size depending on the number of livestock needing protection. The
mesh-wire base of the erected ‘boma’ fence is dug into the ground and stabilized with rocks, preventing entry
by burrowing animals.
At times, only an upgrade to an existing ‘boma’ is required: taller fence-posts and other necessary materials are
added to strengthen the structure.
Mobile Stock-boma: Canvas or Shade-cloth Barriers
Living alongside wildlife, especially so-called ‘conflict species’ such as carnivores, elephant, hippo and crocodile,
is challenging, and the high cost of erecting ‘bomas’ and remunerating herdsmen, is oftentimes unattainable by
communal farmers.
A variety of ‘Boma’-designs have been tried and tested in the wilderness areas of Namibia’s Northwest; the
fixed, fenced ‘boma’ at a permanent homestead is naturally preferred but becomes impractical when grazing
and water are expended. The use of mobile-‘bomas’ has proven successful in protecting livestock at night,
especially when they are forced to graze too far away from the homestead to return to safety before nightfall.
Ideally, once the animals are shifted to another grazing area, the mobile structures are taken along, ensuring
protection each night; the structure is especially light and practical to be easily transported on a donkey-cart or

small pick-up. An added incentive to the use of mobile-‘bomas’ is the effect that hooves and dung have on
denuded areas, allowing for grass growth when conditions improve.

The Farmers are in charge of maintaining their ‘boma’; our Lion Guards re-visit each sponsored ‘boma’ on a
regular basis to ensure that the communal farmers keep to their side of the agreement, to repair and maintain
their nocturnal ‘boma’.
Prior to construction of a sponsored ‘boma’, the Lion Guards spend ample time with the needy farming
community, introducing the Livestock Protection Programme concept and responsibilities; buy-in by the
community leaders and farmers is a proviso for Namibian Lion Trust assistance: cattle are to be herded and
protected by a ‘boma’ at night and unwarranted persecution of large carnivores is discouraged.
However, despite the devastating drought, we do see a change in mind-set and increased co-operation once a
farmer is able to safely ‘boma’ his animals.

More about what the Namibian Lion Trust Community Support Programme entails …
The Namibian Lion Trust FOR OUR FUTURE, encourages amongst the youth and farming communities, a
greater understanding of the wilderness and the wildlife within, ultimately establishing a deep-seated
consciousness of environmental issues, both locally and abroad. We hope to foster attitude change and greater
commitment to the conservation of wildlife on a global scale.
Based at a wilderness camp for a few days, students from local and foreign schools are able to experience
firsthand, the essence of wildlife conservation inside of Protected Areas such as Hobatere and the Etosha
National Park as well as on communal farmland. Activities such as viewing wildlife in their natural habitat,
constructing a communal, livestock ‘boma’, interaction with community members, Park Wardens and tourists,
create lasting impressions.

Sponsor a Livestock ‘Boma’ for communal farmers:
Funding in Namibian $ and US$
Namibian $

US$

One ‘Boma’ Construction for 350 head of cattle
(Including new materials)

50,000.00

3,500

Total Approximate Funds Needed in N$
Total Approximate Funds Needed in US$

50,000.00

namibianliontrust.org

3,500

